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offending their sovereign stopped their mouths, and this their silence was
construed by the people in no other light than that of a mercenary con-
nivance. Stanislas was the only person that had the courage requisite to
discharge this duty. Having accordingly recommended the success of
the affair to God, he went to court at the head of several gentlemen and
ecclesiastics, and once more conjured the king, upon the most pressing
considerations, to put an end to his enormous and scandalous disorders.
He concluded his remonstrances with telling him that if he persisted in
his crimes he ran the risk of being cut off from the communion of the
faithful by the sentence of excommunication. This threw the king into
a violent rage, who, regarding the saint's charitable expostulation as an
insult not to be borne, gave a free loose to his passion and vowed revenge.
He had first recourse to calumnies. The saint having purchased some
years before an estate of one Peter, a gentleman of Piotrawin who was
since dead, and settled it upon his church, the nephews of the deceased
were inveigled to accuse the bishop, contrary to truth, that he had never
paid for the premises. The cause was pleaded before the king, and the
witnesses of the payment durst not appear, having been privately intimi-
dated by the king's agents. The Polish historians of later ages relate
that the saint, after three days spent in fasting and prayer, went, accompanied
with his clergy, to the church of Piotrawin, which is in the palatinate of
Lublin, and causing the grave to be opened, raised Peter to life and brought
him into open court, where he declared before the king and the assembly
that the land was bought and paid for by Stanislas; after which, being led
back to his grave, he again returned to his former state.

After this trial the king seemed reconciled with the saint; but the
succeeding acts of cruelty which he exercised upon his subjects, to whom
he became a more inhuman tyrant than he had been even to his con-
quered enemies at Kijow, in Russia, stirred up again the zeal of the holy
pastor; and when he could not be admitted into the king's presence,
he zealously applied himself to fastings, tears, and prayers for his con-
version. Seeing no remedy applied to the evils he deplored, he made the
king a third visit and endeavoured to open his eyes. But the prince, like
a mad and desperate patient, who looks upon the physician that comes
to cure him as his greatest enemy, threatened the saint with certain death
if he continued to disturb him. Stanislas still thought it his duty not to
abandon his trust, and left nothing untried to compass his charitable ends;
but finding all measures ineffectual, he, after a fourth visit, excommunicated
him. And having left orders with the canons of the cathedral to break off
the church office in case the king, in defiance of the censure, should attempt
to enter the church while the service was performing, he left the city and
retired to St Michael's, a small chapel at a little distance from Cracow.
Thither the king followed him with his guards, whom he ordered to